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The one great rule 
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a epens the truth. 
uJ —Thoreau 
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Galveston Island—IV 





Maceo in Prayer 


(Fourth of a series) 


LA MARQUE 


This nondescript and weedy little town is a few miles’ shot 


across the coastal plain from 


Texas City. Galveston Island 


is a fifteen-minute drive to the south. One would naturally 
expect it to be spotted with gambling-halls and brothels like 
the rest of the towns on the county mainland, but it isn’t. 
The reason is a preacher named Harry Burch. 


Rev. Burch is pastor of Paul’s 
Union Church in La Marque. He 
lives with his wife next door to the 
church in a chapel-like home his 
parishoners built for them. He is a 

* righteous man, and he looks you 
square in the face. 


To this town and to this man 
came sick and dying Sam Maceo, 
deeply worried about the preach- 
ers campaign against the Maceo 
syndicate’s gambling operations in 
La Marque. The publicity was be- 
coming unbearable for the syndi- 
cate: the reform might spread. 

Rev. Burch sat in the front room 
his home and remembered the 
day when Sam Maceo telephoned. 

“He said he’d like to see me,” he 
said, “I wasn’t going to Sam Maceo, 
so I told him I'd be here every af- 
ternoon. I asked him if he was 
coming alone, and he said he was. 

“The next afternoon I was sitting 
in my study, and a big black car 
came into the driveway. We intro- 
duced ourselves, and he said: 

“*This affair here has been very 
badly handled by my men. I've 
been in bad health or it wouldn’t 
have happened.’ 

“*Well, Mr. Maceo,’ I said, ‘we 
want a clean town here. We want a 
town that if you wanted to come up 
here and raise your boys, there 
wouldn’t be any evidence of gam- 
bling here.’ 

“He was smooth, Maceo was— 
very amiable. He was a good front 
man, very pleasant talking.” 

They talked a little more, and 
Maceo said he’d be back the next 
day with the decision of the syndi- 
cate on whether they would pull 
the slot machines out of La 
Marque. But before Maceo left the 
preacher's study, Rev. Burch said 
he would like to pray with him. 
Maceo said allright, and Rev. Burch 
recalled: 

“We got 


of 


on our knees and we 
prayed. I said, God, teach him 
and all of us the difference be- 
tween right and wrong, keep us 
away from the evil and corruption 
that brings curses on us all, help us 
to right our ways, to try to find the 
good principles, and to lead our 
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REV. HARRY BURCH 





lives by them.” 

Sam Maceo got up off his knees 
and drove away. The next day he 
came back and told Rev. Burch 
that the machines would go. They 
were carted off on trucks and have 
never come back. 

Soon thereafter Sam Maceo died. 

Thus did a small-town preacher 
do what neither a 100-man Galves- 
ton Island reform committee nor 
all the law enforcement officers of 
Galveston County nor the Texas 
Rangers have done—he whipped 
the Maceo syndicate. 

Though his congregation § sup- 
ported him wholeheartedly, Rev. 
Burch met resistance in La Marque. 
Some of the businessmen who were 


profiting from the machines re- 
sented him. A _ restaurant owner 
refused to serve him and ordered 


him out of his place. The syndicate 
even sent people to join his con- 
gregation. Nothing worked. 

He was visited by many of Ma- 
ceo’s henchmen before Maceo came 
himself. Phil Barbera came to his 
home many times, arguing that if 
the reverend would just let them 
set up the machines in back rooms, 
where kids wouldn’t see them, ev- 

(Continued on Page 8) 





Tom Reagan's Story 


‘I’m a White Christian 
And | Think You Are,’ 
Suspended Cop Says .. 


By BILL BRAMMER 
Associate Editor 
The Texas Observer 
SAN ANTONIO 


“Are you a gentile?” Tom 
Reagan asked me. 


He stood behind the screen 
door, peering out at the 
porch. He a big man—the six 
foot, 200-pound type. He was 
dressed well, but it was hot 
and he had his shirt front un- 
buttoned. He had been out 
campaigning on election day. 

I told him I thought I was 
a gentile. He opened the 
screen door. 

“Come in,” he said. 

We walked into a big, high-ceil- 
inged living room. There 
about 15 framed pictures of Rea- 
gan and his family on a dining 
room table. He asked about my 
newspaper and who was editor and 
owner. “Are they gentiles?” he 
asked. 

I told him that as far as I knew 
they were. “Are you sure you're 
not from one of these San Antonio 
papers?” he asked. “I don’t have 
anything to do with them any 
more. I won’t even talk to ’em. 
They sent their Jew photographers 
out here one day, and I ran ‘em 
off.” 

The San Antonio papers, the 
Light, the Express and the Evening 
News, have apparently been mak- 
ing Tom Reagan pretty miserable 
since the middle of February. They 
found out he was president of the 
Texas chapter of the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement and 
Protection for the Majority of 
White People, Inc. He was a San 
Antonio city policeman at 
time—he’s now on suspension—and 


were 





‘As used by .. .’ 


Webster’s Collegiate Diction- 
ary says in part in its definition 


of gentile: “As used by the 
Jews, one of a non-Jewish faith 
or race; as used by the Chris- 
tians, one not a Jew: a Chris- 
tian as distinguished from a 
Jew: formerly, as used by Chris- 
tians, a heathen ...” 
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I looked up hi It’s a bit rundown, or at least badly 
phone directory 7. | in need of a paint job on the sides 
Reagan listed and d The front has been painted re- 
ber. The operator ently here was a “For Sale by 
been disconnected Owner” sign in the front yard 
desk of the Light Inside, I asked him if he’s mov- 
|}anyone there co ing. “Yes,” he said. “I’m getting out 
Tom Reagan /f this neighborhood. The Negroes 

“He has. afl keep coming in. I've got ’em in 
now,” said a report ick of me, and they’re also in 
know it or é on the next street. They 
now. He won't t en’t reached this street yet be- 
ting jumpy about ause I’m living here They're 
I told the report ured of me: they know how I 
drive out to his | eel” 
see Reagan anvv I asked him a few questions 
me luck. 4 the NAAPMWP and he stif- 

Reagan lives ened. “I don’t think you're from 
San Antonio i Austin at all,” he said. “You sound 
fortable neight (Continued on Page 6) 








Prison Board Member 
Is Party in Fraud Suit 


AUSTIN 

Whiskey-selling iarble table operations are threat- 

ening to erupt into ther political explosion, this one in- 

volving a recent r¢ to the Texas Prison Board, 

H. H. (Pete) Coffield 
Coffield, a Houst 


¢ 
intee 


nancier, Boy Scout leader, and top 
official in a compar -h plans to build a privately-owned 
toll highway from Hous to Dallas, was prominent in the 
1954 re-election cal en of Governor Allan Shivers. He 
is a former commis r of the Texas Good Neighbor Com- 
mission. “ 

Several 





In addition, Coffield and Pickens 


legislato 


oped a pointed int testified they lent the East Texas 
mony read into Novelty Company $292,000. Joe 
at an $8 millior i Steele of Houston financed his mar- 
against Coffield and I ble table operations with this 
W. L. Pickens by H noney. Coffield’s lawyer, Prentice 


DeWitt Langford 
Court 
was 


Wilson, quotes Coffield as testify- 
in Cameron, T 1 ing he understood the company 
appointed ised the money to buy 800 marble 


year term on tl nachines 

March 10, 1954, by» Wilson said Coffield testified that 
Langford testif » either had an- agreement to get 

suit that Coffield 20 per cent of the stock in the com- 

keted a_ large iny or 20 per cent of the profits, 

whiskey bought was not sure which 

Chicago in 1945. It The loan occurred around 1950, 

the whiskey was ; Coffield said further that neither 

over the ceiling } } nor Perkins had anything to do 

of Price Administ (Continued on Page 4) 








A Veterans’ Land Statement 





people are demanding 


AUSTIN 


Rep. Obie Jones of Austin 
is the cause of some extreme 
discomfort among some of 
our Texas legislators these 
days. He is insisting on a 
House vote on his resolution 
to require every legislator to 
state publicly if he ever rep- 
resented anyone in connec- 
tion with the veterans’ land 
program for a fee. 


If an informal poll of some 
of the House members is cor- 
rect, the resolution will pass at 
once if it comes to a vote. Jones is 
determined that it will. 

“They’re scared to bring it up,” 
he said, “so I’m going to start rid- 
ing it hard. The whole House is 
suspect as things stand now ... the 
something 
like this. I represented some buy- 


| ers once, without fees, and I want 


to swear that I didn’t take fees.” 
The House has been . recessing 
from day to day. This has meant 
that no period is set aside each 
morning for resolutions since the 
\» House technically is not starting a 





new legislative day. Jones intends 
to ask Speaker Jim Lindsey to let 
him bring it to a vote soon. 

When asked about the resolution, 
Lindsey told this newspaper last 
week: “I don’t know, I haven't 
seen it.” Jones told The Texas Ob- 
server in an interview for publica- 
tion: 

“The Speaker says he’s afraid of 
it—that it would damn _ everyone 
who ever went before the Board to 
represent buyers. There are a lot 
of us here who have done it, most 
of us without any retainer fees.” 

Of 18 House members polled by 
an Observer reporter, 15 said they 
thought the resolution would be a 
good thing and three said they had 
no objection, but it was a matter of 
indifference to them. 

Rep. Moyne Kelly, Afton, said 
that the land scandals have caused 
“a terrific reaction in the minds of 
the people, and it’s surprising how 
it has affected all of us in public 
places.” He said there is a general 
feeling ‘wherever you’ go, to 
whomever you talk, a kind of reac- 
tion.” 

Senator Jimmy Phillips of Angle- 
ton, a member of the _ Sen- 





ate committee looking into the 
scandals, said during a visit to the 
House chamber that he thinks the 
resolution would “help the investi- 
gations.” He said it would be “a 
healthy thing” and would “clarify 
a situation in which unwarranted 
rumors are circulating about indi- 
vidual members of the Legislature 
with no fact or foundation.” 

Jones says he is sure it will pass 
if it ever reaches the House floor. 
“They'll have to vote for it—sort of 
like voting against sin,” he- said. 
“But there are a lot of ‘em who 
will fight to keep it out.” 

He believes it would “help, not 
hurt” the legislators. “A lot of 
members here for the first time 
and the first thing they get asked 
when they go home is, ‘Well, what 
did you get outa _ this?’” Jones 
said. It would help clear the legis- 
lators with their constituents, 
Jones believes. 

Jones’s resolution says “the pub- 
lic has become alarmed with al- 
leged influence peddling by certain 
public officials’; legislators “desire 
to restore the confidence of the 
public in their state officials”; re- 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art. 
—JEFFERSON 


Se Open Ve 


The Texas House of Representatives, which has passed 





bills in the last few years which have done serious violence | 
to civil rights, last week backed up Rep. Maury Maverick in | 


his eloquent plea against a move to fire state officials who 
invoke their right to use the Fifth Amendment. 

A man is innocent until proved guilty: what greater prin- 
ciple of justice exists? The Texas House refused last week 


to consider a bill which would in effect exclude state offi- 


cials from the protection of that principle. 

This is another sign that the era of McCarthyism is fast 
sinking into the historical stream. It will stand with the era 
of the Alien and Sedition Laws at the end of the Eighteenth 
Century as a low mark in the destiny of the American tra- 
dition. It is good to be in the open air of American freedom 
once again. 


She Right to be Bigoted 


A story in this issue reveals, without comment, that Po- 
liceman Tom Reagan of San Antonio, president of the Texas 


chapter, “National Association for the Advancement of 
White People,” is a complete racial bigot. We deplore his 
prejudices. 


Nevertheless, all American citizens have the right to 
believe what they choose as long as they do not infringe on 
the rights of others. The San Antonio Police Department is 
trying to kick Reagan off the force. If they have evidence 
that Reagan's racial prejudice causes him to enforce the 
law with partiality to whites or with injustice to Negroes 
and Jews, he should be summarily fired. If there is no such 
evidence, he should not be disciplined for his private con- 
victions. A vigorous democracy is not frightened by the 
views of extremists. 

Let the American Civil Liberties Union take an interest in 
the case of Tom Reagan. 

Civil liberties are nothing if they do not apply to every- 
body and to all shades of opinion, however odious or dan- 
gerous they may be from the majority point of view. The 
sacred right of a man to believe what he thinks is true must 
include the right to be bigoted if it is also to include the 
right to be unbigoted. In the free society, no one has au- 
thority over the private opinion, for as John Stuart Mill 
asked in the last century, who can say forever that the 
single voice is wrong? 


A ay Epitaph 


Joseph Pulitzer was a working newspaperman. His recent 
death after 43 years as editor and publisher of the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch marked the end of the life of a natural and 
honest crusader. Pulitzer’s father died in 1911, and his son 
could now proudly accept as his epitaph his father’s chal- 
lenge to the Post-Dispatch upon his retirement in 1907: 

“IT know that my retirement will make no difference in 
the cardinal principles: that it will always fight for progress | 
and reform, never tolerate injustice or corruption, always 
fight demagogues of all parties, never belong to any party, 
always oppose privileged classes and public plunderers, 
never lack sympathy with the poor, always remain devoted 
to the public welfare; never be satisfied with merely print-| 
ing news; always be drastically independent; never be afraid 
to attack wrong, whether by predatory plutocracy or preda- 
tory poverty.”’ 

Another publisher died within the same week. His name: | 
Colonel McCormick. His paper: the Chicago Tribune. 


Vote bo the Kfugees 


Austin is beautiful this time of year. The killing frost is 
gone, and the city of the green is bursting with warmth and 
invitation. Barton Springs is open. The University has 
chosen a lovely girl as its sweetheart. The hills and lakes 
around are friendly as ever. Shoal Creek is cool and verdant, 
the grass soft in the shade. 

Oh ye money-changers who left in chase of Mammon! 


A » Bostes 


The Scripps-Howard papers in Texas are to be commended 
for their fine series on the identity and affiliation of the 
lobbyists in Austin. We call it to the attention of our readers 
with our warm commendation. 
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party but will hew hard to the truth as we find it and 
os or i We on dedicated to the whole truth, to human values above all 
interests, to the rights of man as the foundation of democracy: we wil] take orders 
from none but our own conscience, and never will we overlook or misrepresent _the 
truth to serve the interests of the powerful or cater to the ignoble in the human spirit. 


‘Now Friend, Take a Look at This Here Map .. .’ 
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OBSERVATIONS 





'No Man Can Serve Two Masters 


By PAUL B. HOLCOMB 
Written for The Texas Observer 
AUSTIN 
Testimony and admissions 
made before the Texas legis- 
lative investigators prove 
that highly respectable mem- 
bers of the Texas Bar have 
collected thousands of dollars 
in “legal fees’ which were 
taken from the taxpayers of 
Texas. There is nothing reprehen- 
sible in accepting “tax money” as 
legal fees, as this is a common 
practice of all lawyers. But these 
“legal fees” were collected as pay- 
ment for legal services pertaining 
to the “Veterans Land Deals” 
which have developed into the 
most scandalous series of transac- 
tions that have ever been exposed 
on the public records of Texas. 


All members of the legal profes- 
sion who are permitted to practice 
law in the courts of Texas become 
“Ex-Officio Members of The 
Court” and as such enjoy privileges 
and immunities not extended to 
members of any other profession 
or occupation. These “special privi- 
leges and immunities” granted the 
legal profession have been greatly 
extended and increased by a “Code 
of Legal Ethics,” worked out and 
adopted by the lawyers themselves. 


While all lawyers take a solemn 
oath to support the Constitution 
and the laws of the State and the 


Nation, it appears that some men 
in the legal profession are much 
more concerned with upholding 
|their “Code of Legal Ethics” than 
|they are with the Constitution and 
the laws or even with the plain 
| declaration of “The Sermon on the 
Mount.” 


} e 
Serving Two Masters 
The Sermon on the Mount is rec- 


|ognized as the very foundation 
upon which the whole system of 
| Christianity is based. It is found in 
| the fifth, sixth, and seventh Chap- 
ters of Matthew. In this sermon 
Jesus himself declared that: 





“No man can serve two mas- 
ters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or 





he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You can 
not serve God and mammon.” 
(Revised Standard Version.) 


This declaration is plain and 
clear enough to be understood by 
anybody who can understand the 
English language, but apparently 
lawyers can not understand it. 


Which Master Despised? 


The Code of Legal Ethics permit 
lawyers to run for the Legislature 
and to not only promise, unequivo- 
cally, to serve ithe public which 
elects them, but to take a solemn 
oath to support the Constitution 
and the statutes of both the United 
States and the State of Texas. This 
“Code” permits these legislators to 
make laws to control and govern 
industry and commerce and at the 
same time accept employment, ei- 
ther on legal retainers or as legal 
counsel, for the very same individ- 
uals and corporations who are af- 
fected by the legislation. The Texas 
House of Representatives is made 
up largely of lawyers, while an 
overwhelming majority of the 
members of the Texas Senate are 
lawyers. as are both the present 
Lieutenant Governor and the Gov- 
ernor of Texas. 

Of course a percentage of these 
“Lawyer - Legislators” are honest 
men with a sincere desire to ren- 
der patriotic service to their con- 
stituents. Others are so dumb that 
no intelligent individual or shrewd 
corporation management would 
hire them. But it is a matter of 
common knowledge that the great- 
est inducement for a lawyer to run 
for the legislature is to give him a 
chance to prove to the Corpora- 
tions that he is “a very smart 
cookie.” The pay is so niggardly 
that no successful lawyer can af- 
ford to serve in the Legislature 
except for the fact that he may be 
able to pick up a lot of new clients. 
If he has any outstanding abilities 
and is not bothered by “scruples,” 
it generally works out very nicely 
—for him. 

It is only a matter of “human 
nature” to decide which of the two 
masters will get his “devotion” 


and which will be “despised.” An 
elected official can not be “fired” 
in less than two to four years, 
even if he is caught serving cor- 
porations and “despising” the peo- 
ple who elected him. Besides that, 
his double dealing is both “legal 
and ethical,” and other lawyers will 
rush to his defense. On the other 
hand, the corporations pay him 
well and can fire him in two or 
| tour minutes—or less. Who would 
you be trying to please if you were 
working for two different groups 
at one and the same time? 

The principles set forth and the 
declarations laid down in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount are unchange- 
able and eternal. They were true 
when the foundations of the earth 
were laid, and they will be true 
when the earth is destroyed with 
fervent heat. 

The sophistries of high sounding 
codes of legal ethics, and the Sol- 
emn pronouncements and dignifie 
assertions about “the honor of the 
legal profession,” will only deceive 
the people who want to be de- 
ceived. The commonest of “the com- 
mon people” recognize this type of 
legal mumbo jumbo as being pure 
hypocrisy, and nothing else. Law- 
years who condone these things 
may kid themselves and swell up 
with self-importance. But ditch 
diggers and garbage workers know 
exactly what they are. 





The Real Danger 

This double dealing of duly 
elected public officials is a much 
more imminent danger to true de- 
mocracy than is the threat of 
“Communist Infiltration.” It is pos- 
sible that there are a few Commun- 
ists who have been placed in posi- 
tions of honor and trust. But it is 
a proven fact that there are dozens 
of lawyers who were elected to 
serve the public who are on the 
payrolls of individuals and corpora- 
tions who are demanding special 
favors for themselves. A major 
portion of the hullaballoo over 
Communism was started and car- 
ried on to conceal the very real 
danger of public officials who were 
—and are—pretending to serve two 
| masters. 
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TO HELL WITH THE FACTS 


(A column in the manner— 


&* + and quite possibly the spirit— 


of Mr. Westbrook Pegler). 


The State of Texas is in the 
hands of a terroristic band of 
soapbox radicals, perverted 
pinkos, and dirty Reds. They 
control the Legislature; they’re 
stacked three deep on the 
boards; they slither into the 
Executive; they’re rotting in the 
Courts. They stink. 


What do they do? I'll tell you 
what they do. They’re making a 
dirty debauchery of everything. 
First there’s this so-called and 
alleged 45-carat phoney land 
scandal. 

Leftists in the House and Sen- 
ate are trying to cover up the 
Communist conspiracy, throw- 
ing a smokescreen in the way 
of patriots. The whole civilized 
human race is the loser. They’re 
“investigating” the so-called 
scandals. The attorney general, 
the courts, and even a few mis- 
guided grandjurymen are_ in 
league with them. 





THE SOAPBOX SCALAWAGS 


They have returned hundreds 
of indictments against a hand- 
ful of patriots. Just because 
these men were able to turn a 
few fast, red-blooded American 
bucks from a socialist-inspired, 
state-sponsored real estate ven- 
ture for veterans, they’re trying 
to send them to jail. And the 
questions the investigators are 
asking! 

They ask a tormented and 
badgered Congressman if he 
ever accepted fees from clients 
while representing them before 
the Veterans’ Land Board. 

They ask a few persecuted 
land speculators if they ever 
tried to bribe the Land Commis- 
sioner. 

They pummel! promoters with 
highly irrelevant inquiries into 
their free and enterprising busi- 
ness dealings. 

Do they ask them what they 
think of Yalta? Do they look 
into their lodge affiliations? Are 
they sponsored by the American 
Legion? Are they Fifth-Amend- 


ment Democrats? 
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The basic issue, my friends, 
is this: Are they Anti-Commun- 
ist? Are they free-wheeling, red- 
blooded, income-tax evading, 
Bolshevik - baiting, wonderful 
and happy capitalists, salt of the 
earth? Anything else is imma- 
terial and subversive. 

The same holds true in the 
phoney insurance scandal. The 
question is not whether gone- 





for-broke insurance companies 
have watered their 
hornswoggled their customers. 


(A Pome) 


P the Editor: 


More power to them! It’s simply 
whether these brilliant busi- 
nessmen believe in such social- 
ist inspired schemes as TVA, 
slum clearance, Eisenhower for 
President, Social Security, and 
the Post Office. If they do, 
bamboo sticks should be driven 
beneath their fingernails. | on their chin, 

The Governor does nothing. 
The Legislature busies itself try- 
ing to figure way to tax the in- 
centive out of imaginative, 
idealistic robber barons. The 
country has gone to pot. There 
is no hope for us. The hell with 
you! All of you! 
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90 Percent of American Are Reds, 
Constitutionalist Eubanks Believes 


SAN ANTONIO Or mean little quest 

Philip Eubank, a quiet little man in San Antonio, thinks 90 per cent of all Americans | 
are communists. Eisenhower borders on the subversive type; Senator Knowland is all right | 
though he was sort of New Dealish for a while; McCarthy would be a better president 
than any we’ve had in a long time. Socialists are internationalists, and internationalists | 
socialists; and when are the people going to get over their foolish idea that they have a) 


right to run the government ? 

Thus does Eubank soberly and 
honestly defend the platform of a 
group that polled 6,128 votes in the 
1954 Texas election—the Constitu- 
tion Party. He is the national 
chairman. 

I met Eubank one night when I 
was talking to Myrtle Hance, the 
former Minute Woman who stirred 
up the book-stamping plague in the 
San Antonio public library. After 
hearing him out, I asked him if he 
voted in the last election. Yes. he 
had written in General MacArthur. 
I told him he really shouldn’t vote 
in a democracy he didn’t believe in, 
and he said: 

“Well, yes, but when in Rome ..” 

Eric Sevareid noted the increased 
activity of the Constitutionalists in 
1954 and said some able observers 
think they detect the makings of 
a serious, nation-wide effort by ex- 
treme right-wing and _ isolationist 
people, chiefly of Republican iden- 
tity, to select the Republican nom- 
inee in 1956 or run a third party 
candidate. 

“The Sentinels,” a pro-McCarthy 
outfit, has organized in Corpus 
Christi. “Pro-America,” a Midwest- 
rn isolationist organization, has 
three Texans on its Board of Direc- 
tors. The Minute Women operate 
very actively in ‘Houston and San 
Antonio and less actively in Dallas 
and other Texas cities. “The Com- 
mittee for Constitutional Govern- 
ment” is another America-First 
group; it works closely with Eu- 
bank’s. All these people could band 
together into a fairly effective 
splinter party, labeled as “the true 
Republican Party” in the spirit in 
which an organization formed sev- 
eral weeks ago in the Midwest with 
the declared purpose of winning 
the Republicans back to “conserva- 
tism.” 

Eubank’s doctrines may give you 
an idea of what some of these peo- 


gle think. He sat in Mrs. Hance’s 


living room and told me: 

“You go down to St. Mary’s and 
Houston streets and look at what 
you see go by you. I say, well, 
brother, I’d hate to have that bunch 
of people selecting my congress- 


men and senators, but what you see } 
there is a much higher type than } 


those who do elect them. 


“Democracy is not our form of } 
government,” he said, “unless we 
choose to vote to change our Re- 
public, Our legislators are the real 





word “expedite 
Don’t take them to 
being quite br 


And if you find mi 
or so- 
Well, Texas is 


tremendous yoi 


and no dirty 
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subverters.” His argument 
like this: 

The Constitution set up the state 
legislators as the 
lected U. S 


chosen by the state legislatures. Ig- 


noring subsequent amendments, he 


concludes: “Each state is sovereign, 
making up a Federal Republic, a 
federation of sovereign republics, 
each supreme in its own domain 
rather than a duchy ruled over by 


Soviets—Soviet commissars. Where 


the people come in is selecting the 
state representatives.” 

Eubank attended the 1952 Repub- 
lican convention. Of it he says, 


“Man, the buying and bribing of 


delegations that went on to get Ei- 
senhower nominated!” 

I asked him if he thought Eisen- 
hower was a leftist. 

“If you figger that he borders on 
the subversive type I would say 
yes. The things he is advancing in 
legislation are strictly in line with 
the socialist ideology. If you want 
to say that a socialist or an inter- 
nationalist is a leftwinger, then he’s 
a leftwinger.” 

(I didn’t say 
say.) 

“And a socialist is by the nature 
of the brute an _ internationalist,” 
Eubank said. 

“You don’t think there’s any dif- 
ference between an internationalist 
and a socialist?” 

“Not any particular difference 
that I can figger out,” he said. 


what I wanted to 





PHILLIP EUBANK 


poes 


agents that se- 
senators. Electors for 
the presidential election were also 


| Texas at Large 
“Eisenhower when he was sent |! ar et 
over as head of this occupation 
army, he said ‘I am one-twelfth 
American,’” Eubank said. “His ac- 
tions have all been on that line.” 
(“That tells it, doesn’t it?” Mrs. 
Hance exclaimed triumphantly.) 


Land scandal 
making the rounds. It 


of all Americans are communists is 


advanced in perfect seriousness. Gathering Storm,” 


“They fall into two sections,” he | Ring.” and “Triumph and T 


There’s also the story 
violent overthrow of the govern-| Curtis Ford won’t have 


with his resolution callin: 


said. “One section believes in the 


ment. The others are those who be- 





lieve in the government getting] ernor Shivers and Attort 
what the communists called for. — 
Here, let me show you ....” | Enbank sends out in | 


He felt around his pockets but | tion Press”: 
couldn’t find it. “I have one,” Mrs. “United Nations is 
Hance said. She hurried into her| this country.” 
office-library and came out with a| “Law is 
red-and-black pamphlet published| ment is 
by the Warner Electric Brake and | more law and begin 


Clutch Company of Beloit, Wiscon- | peal of the force that is 


sin. (I guess they thought they | liberty.” 

might convert me.) On the cover, “Notwithstanding 

a red book entitled 

Manifesto, Kar] Marx,” is in flames, | they cannot exercise 

and the title of the pamphlet is: as individuals.” 
“Has This Become the Guide to} “The actual 

America’s Destiny?” , : ; 

: Mv or judicial edict.” 
Inside it says: 

munist 

steps 


Manifesto, 


necessary for a_ socialized|japels) and the men 


state. The counterparts of many of| who deceitfully profess tl 


his doctrines have been proposed or} are in fact socialists. 








as that. 


enacted into law in this country.” Internationalists, One 
Among the Marxist 
listed are abolition of property in 
land, a heavy progressive or gradu- 
ated income tax, and “free educa- 
tion for children in public schools.” 


fort to the enemy.” 
And Eubank has 
from McCarthy: 
“In case anyone 


In evidence that the U.S. has gone| where the (Eisenhower 
Marxist, the pamphlet cites public | tration gets its inspirat 


housing, federal income taxes, in-| foreign policy 
heritance taxes, the federal govern- 
ment in banking and financing,” | j<¢ 


(and 


Daily Worker. 


radio and television “tightly con-| shout PEACEFUL CO-EXI 
trolled by the government,” and so appeared in the Commur 
March 17, 1954 
“sponsorship” | who began mouthing tl 
Marie Halpenny, who 
controls, dispersion of industry, and | the fighters in San Ant 


also “the railroads, truck, and air | worker 
lines”; government 
of irrigation projects and rigid crop 


federal aid to education. free library, has watcl 
These programs, to these people,|the activities of the 
are communistic. Since the over-| Party of the United 


whelming majority of the people|has written a series of 
are for some or most of them, they | The Texas Observer or 
people | It will begin next week 
The McCarthy era seems ti 
passed, but its legacy will 


think 90 percent of the 
must be communists. It’s as simple 
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| 
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and close up the 


Land Scandal 


storie 


Congressman is thinking 
and becoming a man of 
% will soon write his men 
‘ eral installments. The titles 
Eubank’s theory that 90 percent “The Hinge of Fate,” 


Alliance,” “Our Finest H 


government 
force. Stop 
de 


~towners§ in 
+| through questionable maneuvering 


“Communist | the people have all polit 


act of 

must be by legislative > | have a penchant 
; “The old political parts e} the 
“In 1848, Karl Marx, in the Com-| eontrolled by enemies of ti 


outlined the|try Continuing to vot 


- | week’s 
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principles | cetera, is only giving aid 


one has only to read tl 
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Should Be Proud 
To the Editor: 

I am sure that F. D. Roosevelt 
and Harry S. Truman were plain, 


fallible human beings and made 
some mistakes, but none were made 
by them selfishly and intentionally. 
No party ever gave finer and more 
liberal and humane legislation to a 
country than the Democrats from 
1932 to 1952. In my opinion, every 
good Democrat should be proud of 
the Democrat Party and very grate- 

il to Roosevelt and Truman, 
whose only crime was standing by 
the platforms they pledged to carry 
out. This includes the Democrats’ 
tand for better labor and health 
2ws for all of our people. 

When the reactionary trickle 
down Republicans get through 
mearing, history will record Roos- 
velt and Truman as two of our 

itest presidents 
M. D. WARREN 
Neuville, Texas 


oa 
Significant Absence 
lo the Editor: 
To prove the  big-business-con- 


lled daily papers slant the news 
te) the absence of their report- 

at the mass meeting of the 
incipals and teachers at Irving ... 

) get the facts one must read a 
paper like The Texas Observer .... 
W. L. WILLOBY 

Houston 





Jokes in Vogue 


eral Shepperd to appear before the 
full House to explain their parts as 
members of the Veterans. Land 
Board. The reason: They'll proba- 
bly send ex-officio representatives 
in their places. 


. R. K. Towery of the Cuero 
Record ran an editorial on the De- 
Witt County grand jury’s condem- 
nation of profiteering and influence 
peddling by state senators.' Criticiz- 
ng “the established custom of em- 
ploying elected officials to ‘expe- 
ite’ matters pending before vari- 
yus state agencies,” Towery called 
for safeguards to protect the un- 
represented individual. 
| “The spectacle of thousands‘ of 

veterans patiently awaiting their 
turn to buy land under a program 
supposedly set up for their benefit 
while other hundreds become land- 
a matter of weeks 


only an. example of what can 
|} happen when those safeguards are 
lacking,” he wrote. 


In case any of our readers 
for having the 
| headlines they read make sense, 

page one headline in last 
issue which read “Party 
Harmony Hinted Despite the World 
| War” should have read “... Despite 


’ )| the Word War.” Not that the error 


|lacked a certain irrational irony. 
The company that owns a 


n- lot of the Padre Island beach at the 


|Corpus Christi end is trying to get 
the beach cut off from the public 
so they can use it for private prop- 
erty. Nueces County has already 
spent $3 million on causeways and 
| developments. 


Governor Shivers is in Chi- 


| cago this week. He is accompany- 


ing his wife to see a_ specialist 
there about an increasingly painful 
condition in Mrs. Shivers’s ear. A 
|mastoid operation was performed 
|}more than a year ago. The Gov- 
ernor said he expects to be gone 
about a week and that he does not 
expect to attend the Rayburn din- 


;ner 


| 


. Omar Burleson, U.S. repre- 


| sentative from Anson, says that if 


an all-out defense of Formosa and 


>| neighboring islands is ordered, “the 
vith | defense will 


be by bombing the 
mainland of China.” He approves. 








VET LAND STATEMENT 
BY SOLONS IS URGED 


ber of the House committee investi- 
gating the scandals: “I personally 
see no reason why anybody in here 
(the House) should be averse to 
setting out what activities they 
had in the program, if any.” 

James Turman, Gober: “Oh, me 

. well, as a freshman representa- 
tive, and not being a lawyer. cer- 


(Continued from Page 1) 
flection has been cast “upon all 
state officials by the scandal”; and 
“it is the duty of the Members of 
the Legislature to state any activity 
in which they may have partici- 
pated in this program.” 

Each legislator would have to an- 
swer these questions: 


“No. 1. Have you ever repre-|tainly I have not been involved in 
sented anyone in connection with|any way, and personally it might 
the Veterans’ Land Program for a/|not be a bad idea. If anybody is 
fee? unwilling to show their business 

“No. 2. If so, whom and when|relations, there might be something 
and what was the nature of the| wrong with them 
service rendered? Doug Bergman, Dallas ‘after an 


exclamation): “Well, I've had no 
connection with them and as far as 


“No. 3. How much money did you 
receive for your services?” 


Kelly said of the Jones resolu-|I'm concerned it doesn’t make any 
tion: difference.” 
“I can’t see anything so terribly Anthony Fenoglio, Nocona: “Yes, 






wrong with it. If we've got any|I think it’s allright.” 
smakes in the grass I guess we W. W. Glass, Jacksonville: “I am 
ought to bring them out. You never | for it.” ° 
can tell what’s under the chip till Charles Hughes, Sherman: “I'm 
you turn it over. If either one of favor of it. A good thing.” 
the bodies (House or Senate) is in- + Huffman, Marshall, an- 
volved, the resolution would be in mber of the House com- 
order .... 1 have nothing to hide, gating the scandal: 
all I want to do is if we’re gonna mber of the com- 
have a government let’s have ‘er| mittee. I hesitate to make any 
clean and strong.” statement except to say that I per- 
Bob Wheeler, Tilden: “I have no} sonally do not mind making an af- 
objection to it .. I have never |fidavit showing that I have neve: 
been connected in any way with| received a penny myself nor han- 
any veteran land transaction.” dled any deal concerning the vet- 
Wade Spilman, McAllen. mem-|erans’ land program.” 
Maury Maverick. San Antonio 


“Te? 17 
t's a 


Texas House Praises ably ; i} with 


good thing if they’ 


me, it’s prob- 
1] 


il Make a 


R b F Hi D 9 distinction between something 
ay urn or iS ay which is ethical and something 
AUSTIN | Which is unethical. I never got a 

The Texas House of Representa-| Penny for it in my life, but I did 
tives last week passed a resolution} Tite letters asking about it for 
congratulating Speaker Sam Ray-| Constituents, and most of the mem- 
bers have done that. The press 


burn on the national appreciation 
dinner the long-time Texas con- 
gressman is to be given in Wash- 
ington April 16. 


ought to be fair about the thing.” 
James Yancy, Houston: “I would 
have no objection to that. It doesn’t 


The resolution, offered by Rep.| hit me one way or the other.” 
James Turman of Gober. noted that} Carlton Moore, Houston: “By 
April 16 has been designated “Ray-|°lly I don’t mind giving any of 
burn Day.” nine (business statements) If 

Rayburn was a member of the} 2 fella’s on the up and up he ought 
Texas House six years and was|ot to be afraid to tell it.” 
speaker in his last term, 1911-1912. Joe Pyle, Fort Worth: “Due to 
He has been in Congress continu-|the fact I'm not a lawyer and in 
ously for 42 years. no way form or fashion connected 

Hundreds of Texas Democrats] With it, it’s immaterial to me.” 
are planning to travel to Washing- A. L. Bishop, Winters: “I like it 
ton by plane, train, and automobile | It’s allright with me.” 
for the event. Bill Andis, Amarillo, chairman of 

Former Vice-President Cactus|the House Rules Committee: “It’s 
Jack Garner was barred by his doc-| probably a pretty good dea. It 
tor from going to Washington for} Would help a lot of us out who are 
the first time in 14 years for the|not involved in the thing.” 
Rayburn dinner. Garner has ar-| D. B. Hardeman, Denison: “It 
thritis in both feet. suits me just fine. I'll be glad to 

Democrats from loyalist and|™make such a statement.” 
conservative camps in Texas will| Curtis Ford, Corpus Christi: “I 
attend the banquet. Virtually every | think that’s a good idea.” 


Dolph Briscoe, Uvalde, author of 
the original House resolution to in- 
vestigate the program: “I can’t see 
how there could be any objection 
| to it.” 


Texas political leader except Gov- 
ernor Allan Shivers will be pres- 
ent. Shivers will be in Chicago with 
his wife, who is being treated for 
an ear ailment. 


Coftfield Is Party i in Fraud Suit 











(Continued from Page 1) Pickens and Coffield) had prom- 
with the operation of the novelty ised me that when they were 
company’s business and were not through closing out the business 
anything like partners in it, Wilson ‘of Eastern Drug Co.) and settled 
said. off with one another, and all, that | 

Langford states in one 373-page they were going to give me an ac-| 


he said. But that was a 
from Pickens to 


deposition filed with the court that 
he was defrauded of $4 million by 


counting,” 
verbal agreement 


the two defendants when they used Longford. he said. 
methods to “cheat, swindle, and de- “I finally began to realize that I 
fraud” him. wasn't going to get to see the 


He accuses them of giving him a_ books,” Langford said. Pickens said 


“run-around” when he wanted a_ he could have an audit. he said. but 
financial accounting of whiskey Pickens finally reversed himself on 
and marble table businesses in this. 


which he had been associated with 
them. 

Langford told of the formation of | low the audit. As a result. he said. 
the Eastern Drug Co. by Coffield'the two millionaire defendants of- 
and Pickens to sell the whiskey he/ fered to return a lot of the prop- 
bought in 1945. He said it was ajerty on which they had foreclosed 
very profitable venture for three! mortgages and also to give him the 
years. A dissolution was proposed, | $180,000 as his share of the Eastern 
and Langford testified that Coffield | Drug Co. profits. 
and Pickens were to return to him Judge O. D. Graham, who will 
some of his property on which | return a judgment in the suit, gave 
they had previously foreclosed | Langford’s attorneys until April 10 
mortgages and $180,000 in cash. He|to file their written argument. 
said a meeting was called in the| Lawyers for Pickens and Coffield 
company’s offices “for the settle- — until April 20 to answer that 


ment.” He said V. D. Bostick, Pick- | argument in writing. 
ens’s accountant at the time, told The court testimony was re- 
him: |ported at length in the Houston 


“We found a mistake on the/ Press and briefly by the Associated 
books of entry of $180,000 and I| Press. 
have got to rework the whole; Jimmy Banks, press secretary to 
thing.” the Governor, confirmed that the 


Langford said he got neither the/Coffield in the suit is the same 
$180,000 nor the property. 


“They | Coffield on the Prison Board. 


SESSION IN LAST QUARTER : 





vacations this week. 


the swollen calendars. 


end of the week by the House 
Revenue and Taxation Committee 
was an omnibus tax bill designed to 
the $44 million annually in 
new revenue. As of now, 
leaders in the House plan to fight 
the bill. 

It won't pay for everything. Rest- 
ing in a House-Senate conference 
committee the big general ap- 
propriations bill—described as the 
in years—which totals a bil- 
and a half dollars. 
$55 million more than 
rent taxes will cover. 


raise 


is 


best 
lion 
about cur- 

Governor Shivers says he 
the omnibus tax bill to bridge the 
money gap. 

Recommended by the committee 
in the omnibus bill were increases 
of one cent per gallon on gasoline, 


11: 
and heavy 
for beer and wine distributors and 
retailers. 

The Administration has appar- 
ently dropped its single-shot tax 
measures on gasoline and cigar- 
ettes. Those two bills are still 
committee. 

Rep. Stanton Stone, the author, 
said the House could add new taxes 
or change the size of the proposed 


cents per gallon on diese] fuel, 


They’re entering the final quarter | 


of the four-month session. Not 
much time remains for major mat- 
ters, but last week they made) 


headway on a lot of legislation on} 


And tossed in their laps at the} 


liberal | 


That's 


favors | 


one cent per package on cigarettes, | 


increases in license fees | 


in | 


Texas Observer 


Page 4 April 11 





Revised Tax Program 
Ready for Floor Fight 


Texas legislators, seeking a tax vehicle to carry just-voted increases in state services, 
will have one model ready and waiting for them when they return from their Easter 


AUSTIN 


They'll have the Governor’s blessings, too, along with an invitation to make their own 
preferences known on who is to bear the big tax burden. 





: 
'tax increases when the omnibus 
bill reaches the floor. 

Gov. Shivers, pointing out that 


the $44 million from the tax bill 


|will not take care of all money 
needs, said there are “plenty” of 
sources—gas, sulphur, and 





} 
! 

| 

| 

| 

| other 
| uranium, a new and budding indus- 
| try in Texas. He said, however, this 
was not a recommendation. 

The Administration abandoned 
lits two-cent gasoline tax increase 
| proposal after a heated caucus of 
{the Revenue and 


mittee last week. Speaker 


out the compromise. 

While members made plans over 
the weekend for tacking on amend- 
|ments to the omnibus bill, they 
| could also point to a batch of bills 
| which through the legisla- 
| tive mill last week. 


moved 


| 
| portant insurance measures. It sent 
a bill tightening financial require- 
ments for fire and casualty insur- 
lance companies to the Governor 
|for his signature before recessing 
for the Easter weekend on Thurs- 
| day. Also passed were bills: 
| Abolishing the present setup of 
three separate insurance commis- 
sioners and creating instead a new 
board of three commissioners to 
act as a body, by Senator Searcy 
Bracewell of Houston; and, 
Requiring any ndéh-par stock is- 





under the insurance code rather 
than the corporation code as now 





AUSTIN 

Rep. Maury Maverick of San An- 
tonio sat at his desk late last week 
thinking it over. “Something has 
happened,” he said. “The whole 
complexion of our national life is 
changing back to one of sanity.’ 

He reflected on the absence of 
any loyalty oath and communist- | 
regulation bills at this session of 
the Legislature. He noted that not 
a single bill has been introduced 


lic schools. But most of all he was 


thinking about the House vote last 
week refusing to take up a bill to 


thing about that vote is that a year 





up.” he said. 
The vote was 65-47 in favor of 
considering the bill out of its regu- 


lar order on the House calendar. | 


A two-thirds vote is required to 
suspend the calendar. 

“At least half the 
came from anywhere from moder- 


|ate to extreme conservative mem- 


Langford then got a court order | 
forcing Coffield and Pickens to al- | 








bers of the House,” Maverick said. 
“T pointed out to them that to com- 
promise now on such an important 
principle might mean that when 
the pendulum swings to the far left, 
we might compromise it again for 
manufacturers or Houston oil ty- 
coons or blue-eyed Anglo-Saxons 
who don’t have a very charitable 
attitude toward minorities.” 

Rep. Bob Mullen of Alice had 
called for removal of state and 
local officials who refuse to give 
testimony in investigations of their 
agencies on grounds of self-incrim- 


|ination. Mullen said his bill would 


give grand juries, courts, and legis- 
lative committees power for their 
checks on irregularities in govern- 
ment. 

Some interpreted Mullen’s bill 
as a slam at George Parr, Duval 
County political boss. 

It may also have been an out- 
growth of the conduct of former 
Land Commissioner Bascom Giles, 
who refused to give testimony on 


bearing on integration in the pub- | 
| England late in the Sixteenth Cen- | 


fire state officials who use the 
Fifth Amendment. 
“The tremendously _ significant | 


ago the rules would probably have | 
been suspended and the bill taken | 


FIFTH AMENDMENT VOTE 


IN HOUSE MARKS CHANGE 
—MAVERICK SAYS. 


certain matters when asked to do 
so by the Senate committee in- 
| vestigating the veterans’ land 
| scandals and at a court hearing 
ea to record his oral deposition. 
Maverick’s defense of the Fifth 
| Amendment—the provision in the 
Constitution that no one shall be 
required to testify against himself 
lit it might incriminate 
| based on the development of the 
| principle at law. 
“The Amendment got its start in 





tury in protest against the inquisi- 
| torial methods of the ecclesiastical 
}courts,” he said. “After that, and 
| especially after 1660, the idea of 
not having to incriminate yourself 
| developed in England and later in 
the United States. It’s just some- 
thing that you can’t compromise 
}over. To compromise on state offi- 
cials might breed the ground for 
|compromise at other points. 

“I just think that, 
Black put it, mankind has 


| Hugo 


|fought its way past the cross, the | 
vote I got | 


state, and the hangman’s noose, 
and one of the rare and dramatic 


Amendment.” 


the House, Maverick fell into the 
same eloquent mood. 

“To borrow a phrase from the 
most ancient of our Christian 
churches,” he _ said, “the Fifth 
Amendment to me is a matter of 
faith and morals—absolute dogma 
about which there can be no com- 
promise, at least not for me. The 
Fifth Amendment came as the re- 
sult of mankind having suffered 
for many centuries. It simply 
should not be tampered with. The 
alleged evil of George Parr and 
Bascom Giles pales into insignifi- 
cance before its sanctity.” 

Sitting at his desk, Maverick 
said that “the true test of genuine 
liberalism comes when the pendu- 
lum swings to our side and we 
make up our minds whether we’re 
going to insist on the civil rights 
of the conservatives in Texas. I’m’ 





man’s ox is gored, too.” 


Taxation Com- | 
Jim | 
Lindsey was credited with working | 


The Senate turned out three im- 


sued by insurance companies to be | 


him—is | 


as Justice | 


victories was the birth of the Fifth | 


In defending his position before | 


permitted, thus providing stricter 
regulation, by Senator William S. 
Fly of Victoria. 

The House also passed an insur- 
ance reform bill. Authored by Rep. 
R. H. Cory of Victoria, it would 
strengthen the liquidation division 
of the Insurance Commission and 
make sure that such firms as 
county mutuals and “Lloyd’s type” 
come under the law, which is now 
somewhat vague about this. 

The Senate also: 

Accepted House changes in the 
| securities control bill and sent it to 
the Governor for his almost cer- 
tain signature; 

Amended on the 
a bill replacing the present Board 
of Water Engineers with a six- 
member, full-time appointive Texas 
Water Commission to administer 
the state’s water laws. 

Passed and sent to the House a 
bill to make workers idled by “a 
labor dispute” ineligible for unem- 
ployment compensation and raising 
the maxin.um weekly compensa- 
tion. (Management contends the 
| bill, by Senator Ottis Lock of Luf- 
|kin, would prevent an employer’s 
|being taxed to support a_ strike 
against himself. Labor argues man- 
agement could use the bill as a 
weapon against workers at any 
stage of any labor-management 
| dispute); 

And passed a proposed constitu- 
tional amendment to raise teachers’ 
retirement benefits. 

The House, in a surge of activity 
early in the week, passed bills 
making it easier to nab illicit nar- 
cotics users and harder to secure 
local option liquor elections. Pen- 
|alties were increased, without de- 
bate, on peeping toms and sex of- 
fenders against minors. 

But the major House action came 
on the controversial Trinity River 
Bill. Rep. Barefoot Sanders’ meas- 
ure was passed to engrossment 
(only one step away from passage) 
after a lengthy hassel which put 
Dallas, Fort Worth rural lawmakers 
along the Trinity watershed up 
against the Harris County delega- 
tion and West Texas lawmakers. 

Sanders compromised on _ his 
|measure, shoring it of its backers’ 
| life-long dream of making the river 
|navigable from the Gulf to Fort 
Worth—but he still had a battle on 
|his hands on two other points. 

Rep. W. S. Heatly of Paducah in 
West Texas demanded an amend- 
ment which would not only take 
away all prospects of making the 
| Trinity a navigable stream (“The 
thought of barges ever coming up 
lthe Trinity is asinine,” he said), 
|but would also prohibit the use of 
any tax money in navigation ‘“ex- 
periments.” 

Sanders successfully fended off 
|such an amendment, saying that it 
would hamper—and probably doom 
—financing of the Trinity River 
Authority. 

Heatly also asked for county-by- 
county elections along the water- 
shed on taxes to be levied to fi- 
nance the project. Sanders argued 
that “the railroads could come into 
one county and kill off the whole 
program.” 

Another hard core of opposition 
came from the Harris County dele- 
gation. Houston representatives 
maintained that the authority will 
have the power to sell or give away 
water which Houston might other- 
wise impound for its future devel- 
opment, 

Rep. Zeke Zbranek of Hull-Dais- 
etta in Liberty County, working 
closely with Sanders for the bill, 
said Houston, which is outside the 
Trinity watershed, is trying to take 
water away from the people who 
are using it now. 

“T’ll keep my nose out of Buffalo 
Bayou if they'll keep theirs out of 
the Trinity River,” said Zbranek. 
“We've offered you a hand and 








gonna insist on it when the — 


you are trying to grab a whole 
torso.” 
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Woes Pile Up 
“On Giles, Bell 


AUSTIN 


Bascom Giles and John J. Bell are becoming more deeply 


involved in the veterans’ land 


scandals as each week passes. 


San Antonio land dealer Ralph Slocum told the Senate 
investigating committee last week that he paid Congress- 
man Bell $16,250 for expediting two Dimmit County deals 
under an agreement that Bell would get half the profits. 
Slocum’s figures either did not gibe with the ones Bell had 
given earlier or one of the payments was in connection with 


some other land deal. 

Giles, former Land Commis- 
sioner, now faces felony theft 
charges totaling $1,065,688.70. Dis- 
troict Attorney Les Procter of Tra- 
vis County brought four new com- 
plaints against Giles and J. Paul 


Irving Mothers 
Register Protest 


Controversy Still Rages; 


Election Due Saturday 
P IRVING 


Controversy still rages in Ir- 
ving’s 6,000-student school system. 
Differences between the pro and 
anti-Beard factions may never be 
resolved completely, but citizens 
will call a halt to election hostilities 
this Saturddy when they vote on 
whether to create a new independ- 
ent school district and elect trus- 
tees. 





Voters could turn back in the 
same group they ousted on March 
26, or they could elect trustees 
sympathetic with Dr. John L. 
Beard, whose firing Feb. 16 touched 
off a dispute which still rages. 


The vote was close in the March 
26 election. By 316 ballots, citizens 
decided to abolish their strife-torn 
district. 


But this didn’t settle the argu- 
ment, The two factions have al- 
ready filed two seven-member op- 
posing slates to fill the trustee 
posts, should the district be re-cre- 
ated. 


A three-member interim school 
board—appointed by Dallas County 
school officials—has been running 
the setup, and the anti-Beard group 
has been protesting actions of the 
temporary trustees. 


The Dallas County School Board 
created a common school district at 
Irving two weeks ago after resi- 
dents voted to abolish their inde- 
pendent district. 


It appointed as interim trustees 
Russell Horn, John Andrews and 
Clifford J. Moore. Horn and An- 
drews are of the pro-Beard group, 
and Moore sides with backers of 
the old board which fired Beard 
and later dismissed 200 Irving 
teachers who protested Beard’s dis- 
charge by walking off their jobs. 
All three members are candidates 
for trustee posts in the election 
this Saturday. 

Last week the interim board, by 
a two to one vote, rehired R. H. 
Copeland and Ira L. Lasseter, two 
of the nine striking principals in- 
volved in the Beard dispute. They 
also returned Acting Superintend- 
ent Charles Langston to his old job 
as curriculum co-ordinator. 

This touched off another bitter 
round of charges. 

Backers of the ousted board 
launched an attack from two sides. 
About 90 irate mothers marched on 
County School Superintendent L. 
A. Roberts and County School 
Board President C. A. Nichols to 
protest the reappointments. 

While the women protested, a 
group of men went to court for an 
injunction suit asking Judge 
Charles E. Long Jr. to issue an im- 
mediate restraining order blocking 
any more of the interim board’s 
actions—specifically creating and 
filling unneeded vacancies. 

Judge Long ruled at a hearing 
later in the week that the courts 
cannot restrain such action, that 
the issue is up to the people. They 
can decide, he said, at the polls 
this Saturday. 





Little of Crystal City totaling $377,- 
344.70 on four Zavala County land 
deals. Giles was previously charged 
with felony theft of $688,344 in 
complaints which also named B. R. 
Sheffield and L. V. Ruffin of Brady. 


Slocum said he paid Bell $12,600 
“in the early part of February, 
1954,” and $3,650 about March 1, 
1954, on two deals involving 23 vet- 
erans and 2,000 acres each. Both 
were in Dimmit County. The checks 
to Bell were made payable to T. J. 
McLarty, Cuero land dealer now 
the object of 21 criminal indict- 
ments as a result of the land in- 
vestigations. 

Bell told House and Senate in- 
vestigating committees late last 
month that he received $3,650 from 
Slocum on a Loamey Ranch deal in 
Dimmit County in March, 1954. But 
no sum of $12,600 from Slocum was 
mentioned in Bell’s testimony, ac- 
cording to reporters’ notes. He tes- 
tified he received $6,258.35 from 
Slocum on an Oak Grove Ranch 
deal in Dimmit County in March, 
1954, and $500 on a Ramirez Ranch 
deal in Edwards County in Febru- 
ary, 1954, again from Slocum. 

Slocum said last week he netted 
around $33,000 on the two Dimmit 
deals. Of Bell he said: 

“He was to receive half the net to 
me. I figured Bell was probably the 
best man to handle it for me. I 
couldn’t expect him to work for 
nothing. It was my proposition to 
him.” 

Bell told House and Senate in- 
vestigators March 24 that he had 
received $27,000 in ten group deals 
for what he described as legal ser- 
vices. 

Bell said he could not recall the 
reason he asked Slocum to make 
out the $6,258.35 check to McLarty. 
McLarty in return wrote a check 
for the same sum to him, Bell. Slo- 
cum made the $3,650 check out to 
McLarty because Bell wanted to 
loan that money to McLarty, Bell 
said. 

However, Bell said al] his testi- 
mony was only to the best of his 
knowledge and memory. 

The four new felony theft 
counts against Giles are for $50,250 
on August 21, 1953; $164,786 on Aug. 
3, 1954: $81,348.70 on Oct. 11, 1954; 
and $80,960 on Oct. 11, 1954. 


The penalty for felony theft is 
two to ten years. The charges are 
the first criminal actions brought 
against Little. 


Giles won a continuation of his 
trial] on a charge of taking a $30,000 
bribe in connection with a Bexar 
County Land deal. Originally set 
for April 11, the trial was reset for 
May 23 on the plea of Clint Small, 
Sr., Giles’s attorney, that Giles had 
been sued and indicted so much 
lately, Small had not been able to 
prepare a defense. 


Meanwhile, the Veterans’ Land 
Board voted to accept $85,068.15 
restitution money from the Byrd 
Cattle Co. of Dallas in return for 
land the company sold the state 
under the land program. This 
brings the total paid to the clerk of 
53rd District Court by defendants 
in civil land suits to $293,000. 

The prospect that principals in 
group land deals under investiga- 
tion might make restitution and 
escape full prosecution under the 
Texas law prompted Procter to 
bring a group of _ indictments 
against Giles, Sheffield, and Ruf- 
fin two weeks ago. Procter asserted 
that this factor was not at work in 
last week’s indictments against 





Giles and Little. 


FOR ‘DERELICTION OF DUTY’ 





Jury Criticizes Isle Officials 


GALVESTON 
Galveston grand jurors criticized 
the entire city administration for 
“dereliction of duty” in a $16,000 
water department shortage here— 
but they were unable to pinpoint 
responsibility or come up with any 
indictments concerning the _ short- 
age. 


They did indict City Water De- 
partment Office Manager G. C. 
Rickert on charges of misapplica- 
tion of funds and secreting funds. 

The indictment alleges that Rick- 
ert misapplied a check for over 
$400 and secreted a check for more 
than $300. It was 
these charges stemmed from opera- 





proper iz 
sphere of vested authority 
mayor and board of comr 
could have prevented 
funds in the water depa! 
The grand jury charge 
was some degree of dere 
duty.” 


precaution wit 


The jury reported 


ally impossible to pinp¢ 
082 shortage of funds 
the loose manner in 


| was handled on the 
ithe waterworks departn 


At least eight per 


|cess to the cash, 


reported that|and there is strong 


jan even’ greater hort 


“. nesses, 
>/ Cartwright Jr., 


including Mayor Herbert 
Waterworks Com- 
missioner Marshall McNeel and all 
other city commission members— 
the jurors said they were “appalled 
to learn that in excess of $20,000 a 
year of city funds were handled ... 
and yet no books or permanent rec- 
ords were kept of all transactions.” 


Farm Cash Income Up 
AUSTIN 
income of Texas farmers 
totalled slightly more than $248 
million in January and February, 
the University of Texas Bureau of 
Business Research reports. 
This is a gain of about one per 


Cash 


tions 
had no connection with the other 
water department shortages. 


port charged that “by application of 


in Rickert’s own office and 


| have been discover 
| 
|}covered the years 


instead of only from Jar 


The jury’s scalding, ten page re-| 14, 1954, the report re 


After calling more 


ent over the total registered for 
the same period a year ago. An $8 
million overall rise in revenue from 
cattle accounted primarily for the 
ncrease, the bureau said. 





‘In the Texas Senate, Almost Everybody 
Reads The Texas Observer’ 








(ADV 





The other day in the Texas Senate, A 


during one of the world-record filibust- 
ers, a senator approached the press 
table, laughing hard. He said to the 
reporter there from The Texas Ob- 


server: 


“Look up there, man, you oughta 


have a camera.” 


On the lieutenant governor’s plat- 
form, two senators and a reading clerk 


the 


VA 











tardly thing did happen during 


gonseller filibuster, however. 


were clustered around the lieutenant 
governor, who gripped in his hands the 
latest issue of The Texas Observer. 


One the senators “spelling’’ Wagon- 
seller spaced out a long question by 
reading from the inside pages of a cer- 
tain ipetitor of ours who has a pro- 
pensity for publishing the captions of 
all the bills introduced each week. We 
were onsolable until we recalled that 
the purpose of the question was to be 
as ningless and tiresome as possi- 
ble 

For the interest of our lawmakers in 








They were all reading it of course. 


Lacking a camera, we had our genius 
Don Bartlett, re- Ways 0 
scene on the Senate @4NC 


with the charcoal, 
create a likely 
floor. 


Any morning of our day of publica- 
tion, you can walk up and down the 


of 
why 


ble product, we are grateful. 


tell you the truth, as we al- 
» do—we need subscriptions, 

nty of them. 
1 have some friends whose fund 
rmation about their state is low, 
send them a three-month trial 

















aisles of the Texas Senate and the ‘Subscription for $1? And for yourself 
Texas House and find that the pressing Of closer friends, a year’s subscription 
business of the State is suspended ¢t° | Texas Observer makes a fine 
while those alert fellows peruse our Ft gilt. 
little journal. Thanks 
Our Address: Drawer F, Capito] Station, Austin 
ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION GIFT SUBSCRIPTION! 
Name N - 
Street Address Ci & State 
City & State Street Address 
(Signed) Given by) 
The Texas Observer, one year ...... $4.00 The Texas Observer, three months ..$1 
( ) Bill me ( ) Enclosed ( ) Bill me © ( ) Enclosed 


(We will be glad to send sample is- 
sues of The Texas Observer to friends 
of our readers at no charge. Send us 
the name and address and, if you wish, 
the issue or issues you prefer to have 
sent.) 

















Please check if you would like us 

to notify the recipient that you 
are the sender. Attach an extra 
sheet for other gift subscrip- 
tions. 














TOM REAGAN'S STORY 





(Continued from Page 1) 
like one of these San Antonio re- 
porters. You're asking the same 
ind of questions they did—exactly 

e same.” 

He kept asking for credentials (1 
had brought none) to prove I was 
rom Austin. He inquired again 
about the editor and owner of the 
mewspaper I represented. Then he 
asked about my racial extraction 














“What are you? What kind of 
name is that? Is that a German 
ame?” 

I told him my racial extraction 
was pretty fouled up—not a very 
pure strain—and he changed the 
ubject. 

A little boy and a little girl were 
playing in the next room From 
time to time he would call gently 
to them to quiet down. At one 


point he excused himself to change 
the little girl’s dress 

He called from the next room 
“The Jews are wrecking this town 


They're trying to enslave all us 
White Christians. I'm a White! 
Christian and I think you are p 


He returned to-his chair and con- 
tinued. “They've been fighting 
here, using money those 
York Jews. They've got plenty of 
money: There's a lot of New Yo 
Jew money in Texas 

I asked him at 
he'd made 

“I'm a White Christian.” he said 
“God created 
committing 
tiny. White 


me 


from 


out i state er 


earlier adout religi 


races ind natio 


to each special 


make mongrels of us You just 
can't have a white race if. 
Negroes are allowed to take over 
mix with us socially 

“I’ve said it before and I'll say it 
now,” he said. “Any minister who 
preaches social equality is nothing 
but a Communist. Anyone who be- 
lieves in it is a Communist. The 
Jew-Communists are behind the 
NAACP—that’s a Communist-in- 
spired organization —and I know 
because that’s what the Commun- 
ists want, integration and mongrel- 
ization of the races. Any Negro 
movement is a Communist move- 









ment.” 

The little boy ran through the 
room with a water pistol, yelling 
“Communist. Communist, Com- 
munist!” Reagan told him to quiet 
down. 


Reagan asked if I was going to 





be able to publish what he was 

saying, and I said I thought I 

would. “Your newspaper won't last 

long if you do,” he said. “The 
The Vote 

They counted up the ballots 


in the city election in San An- 
tonio last week. Tom Reagan 
didn’t win, but he did get 2,649 
votes. 





Jews will fight it. You'll get libel 
suits. One newspaper up East sym- 
pathetic with us has three libel 
suits against it now. You can’t print 
anything. you can’t tell the truth, 
without the Jews suing you and 
trying to run you out of bsiness.” 

He went upstairs to get me a few 
newspapers “sympathetic” with his 
group. He returned with a stack of 
issues of a newspaper called Com- 
mon Sense and a pamphlet written 
by a California man called “Know 
Your Enemy.” 

The pamphlet listed several hun- 
dred persons who follow a “par- 
ticular Communist Party line.” 
Among the names were Joseph and 
Stewart Alsop, Dean Acheson, 
Sherman Adams, Charles Bohlen, 
Joseph Barnes, Clifford Case, John 
Sherman Cooper, James Conant, 
Gardner Cowles, Henry Ford II, 
Milton and Arthur Eisenhower, Al- 
bert Einstein, Arthur Watkins, and 
several other US senators 

Also on the list were Life Maga- 

zine, the New York Times, and Le- 
ver Brothers. 
Reagan leaned back ina big 
chair, adjusted his horn-rimmed 
glasses, and looked through the 
papers. He asked if I'd like to get 
on his mailing list, and I said I'd 
try to get Common Sense on the 
news stands, instead. 

“They won't let it on news 
tands,” he said. “Those Jews had 
























New | 


‘| Texas 
Christians have theirs. | 
but the Communists keep trying to | 


| He said he had been mailing out 
' 
| literature to members all over 
| Texas for some time now. That, he 
said, was what started “all this 
fuss.” 

“Somebody at the Post Office or 
somewhere opened the mail L was 
sending out. They found some of 
this literature. The newspapers 
heard about it, got a-hold of the lit- 


erature and saw my name on it. 
They wrote a story, called me up, 
found out I was a police officer 
That's when I started having job 
troubles.” 





; The San Antonio city personnel 
director, a former FBI agent named 
Frank Manupelli, had Reagan sus- 
pended, first with pay and more re- 


cently without pay. “If he believes 
one race is superior to another, he 
can't do his duty as a police offi- 


cer,” Manupelli said 
Reagan said he is now appealing 
the suspension, and he thinks he'll 


}get his job and his back salary 
| “They're denying me my civil 
lrights under the Constitution.” he 
. | Said 
Reagan is 55. He grew up in West 
| Texas, graduated from Poly High in 
Fort Worth, and served in the 
} Army in World War I. He was sta- 
| tioned at Fort Sam Houston in San 
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Antonio, and he decided to ea 
there after the war 
——_ 

He worked a while as a railroad 
man, then as a sheriff's deputy and 
a deputy constable. Twelve years 
ago he went to work as a patrol- 





man on the San Antonio police 
force. He has been there, happy in 
his work, since then 


I asked Reagan a few more ques- 
tions about the NAAPMWP., and 
this time he brightened considera- 


bly. “We've got lots of members, 
members all over the state,” he 
said. “We have nothing to hide— 


we're right out in the open.” 
I asked him how many members 
were in San Antonio 


“We don’t divulge our member- 
|ship or names of members,” he 
| said He explained that he has been 
very active in the organization, 
making trips to Georgia, Missis- 
sippi, and other southern states for 
“conventions.” He said the NAAP- 
| WMP takes no political stand, al- 
| though they do hope to pass a con- 
stitutional amendment providing } 
|for the election by the people 
Supreme Court jurists 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of 





He said that since newspapers 
began mentioning his name_ so 
prominently he has received threat- 
ening phone calls and _ letters 
“Most of ‘em are Negroes,” he said 
“You can tell by their handwriting 
that they're Negroes. They've been 
terrorizing me, asking me if I be- 
lieve in God.” 

He said his job troubles were the 
esult of a “conspiracy,” inspired 
by Communists and financed by 
Jews 

“You know what those people 
want?” he said. “They want social 


equality, that’s what!” 


BOOKS 


Houston Has People 


As Well as Oil Kings « 


Sig Byrd's Houston, by Sigman 


Byrd. Viking Press, 1955. $3.50. 


Sigman Byrd, a columnist for the Houston Chronicle, has 
done something incredible. He has written a book about 
Houston without once mentioning Jesse Jones, Hugh Roy 
Cullen, or the Shamrock Hotel. The characters in the book 
are not famous, and none of them are millionaires. 


They are the citizens of Hous- 
ton’s underside, Jezebels and rum- 
mies, crackpot inventors and 
tough sailors, jazz cats and bar- 
tenders. Their stories, made up 
from the author’s newspaper arti- 
cles, are a welcome antidote to the 
overworked tales of wealth and op- 
portunity that flow from the big 
city. And their stories are moving. 

Take the story of Viola’s funeral. 
Viola had been a pretty disrepu- 
table gal. Many of the bartenders 
and flop-house managers would 
have nothing to do with her. But 
when she died. the folks along 
Congress Avenue decided to raise 
enough money to give her a decent 
funeral, and soon they had forty 
dollars, “The mourners said it was 
a hell of a note that Viola had 
been arrested a hundred and nine- 
teen times and had paid or served 


out a hundred and nineteen fines 
land yet couldn't have a police es- 
|}cort on her last earthiy ride. But 
what can vou expect, they added, 
for forty dollars?” Viola was put 
to rest, and life continued on Con- 
gress Avenue 

Down on lower Milam Street is 
Bichon’s Drug Store, Houston's 
main hoodoo supply house, 
where black-cat floor wash sells 
for two dollars and a half in the 
large economy size. Here citizens 
who dabble in mojo and hoodoo 
can buy such innocuous items as 





SAN ANTONIO 

Texas children—the ones 

with TV least—are redis- 
covering the Alamo 

They're storming the storied old 


school 


sets, at 





mission here, and Mrs. R. G. Hal- 
ter, a hostess at the Alamo, says 
television is responsible. There’s 


thing that bothers Alamo 
the youngsters are wor- 
only one of the Alamo 


only one 
officials: 
shipping 
heroes. 
Travis, 
forgotten 
of Davy 
Crockett 


Bowie and Bonham are 
in the rush to the shrine 
Crockett. The life of 


+ 
Davy Didn’t Die, Kids, 
He Just Faded Away 


AUSTIN 
Now the Alamo story is really 
going Hollywood. Walt Disney has 


decided that Davy Crockett really 
didn’t die in the Alamo after all— 
as far as Hollywood is concerned. 
A new revival of the Davy Crock- 
ett television film will not relate 
how Crockett died in the Santa 
Anna siege. Presumably it will be 
left uncertain. 

Disney explains that it made peo- 
ple unhappy when Crockett died in 
the Alamo at the end of the televi- 
sion series. He will call the new 
series “The Legends of Davy 
Crockett” on the theory that peo- 
ple won't take it for history with 
that title. 


was dramatized recently 


Who Switched the Layout, Paw? 


over a national television show, 
“Disneyland.” 

Crockett’s life in Tennessee, his | 
service in Congress and his fight | 
for Texas independence were told | 
in the series by Walt Disney. Fess 
Parker, a former University of 
Texas student, played the part of 
Crockett. 

Mrs. Halter says 
surge of business: 

“It’s set the youth of Texas on 
fire. They’re just swarming in. 
There always has been interest in 
the Alamo, but this has inspired a 
revival.” 


of the new 


Alamo Re-Discovered 


punch each other as soon as they 


| get in the door: “The gun! -Where’s 


Crockett’s gun?” 

Young visitors arrive at all hours 
of the day, she says, and almost 
invariably they head for Crockett’s 
portrait. The Alamo used to have a 
stack of prints of the portrait, but 
now they’re sold out. 

One father reported sorrowfully 
that his son had seen the series 
and begged his dad to take him 
through the Alamo. The father did, 
and the youngster was disturbed. 
“The Alamo’s all fouled up,” the 


|| boy complained. “It isn’t built the 
She says you can hear little boys| way it was on TV.” 





LOCKHART 
Most pioneer Texas editors didn’t 


mind standing up and being 
counted. They usually stood for 
something. Many placed vitriolic 


editorials in their crusades for civic 
righteousness first. News items 
came second, and sometimes not at 
all, if the space was needed to 
express the editor’s views on some 
public issue. 

Col. John M. Crane was like 
that. He came to our town many, 
| many years ago and began publish- 
| ing the Guard, a weekly newspa- 
per. At that time it seems, accord- 








AUSTIN 
The director of the Louisiana 
Art Commission 
paper the other day asking for ex- 
tra copies of our recent editorial, 
‘On ‘Worthy’ Art.” He enclosed in 
his letter a brochure about the 
Commission. 

It is an official state agency, cre- 
ated by the Louisiana Legislature 
“to promote Louisiana art and 
stimulate an appreciative public.” 
It is the only one of its kind in the 
United States. All its funds are 
from state appropriation. It is gov- 
erned by an unsalaried executive 
board made up of the state superin- 
tendent of education, the president 
of Louisiana State University, and 





Louisiana Art Agency Is Active 


wrote this news- | 


, the president of the Baton Rouge 
Art League. 
Each year the Commission spon- 
| sors photography, student art, and 
| statewide art exhibitions in its gal- 
| leries on the second floor of the 
| Old State Capitol. Continuing exhi- 
| bitions change three times a month 
| The Commission also sponsors trav- 
|eling exhibitions through Louisiana 
—a service it considers more sig- 
nificant than any other. 
| The Commission helps groups 


,establish classes and clubs, pro- 
| vides information on _ different 
phases of art, and works with 


| schools and state agencies in intro- 
| ducing art and artistic concepts to 





young people. 


MAYHEM DIDNT MUFFLE 
CRUSADING TEXAS EDITOR 


ing to one pioneer chronicler, the 
saloon keepers, gamblers, and 
houses of ill repute were running 
things to suit themselves. 

Perhaps Col. Crane was imported 
by the “law and order” group ... 
He had no sooner set up his print- 
ing press than he began crusading. 
Most of the settlers and leading 
citizens are reported to have 
flocked to his side by giving their 
moral support, and, if needed, six 
shooter influence. 


The Colonel was said to have 
been a dignified Southern gentle- 
man who dressed the part by ap- 
pearing on the streets with his long 
black frock-tailed coat, flowing 
black bow tie, wide-brimmed black 
felt hat, and a gold-headed cane. 
The “element”—that was the group 
he was after—decided to run the 
editor out of town. They selected 
one of their number who was so 
well known for his pugilistic ability 
that he was called “the Mauler,” to 
do the job. A previous editor had 
been “got shed of” in this manner. 
However, much to their bitter dis- 
appointment, the Colonel turned 
the tables on the “Mauler” and lit- 
erally mopped up the dusty streets 
with his assailant. 

The next morning, early arrivals 
found the Colonel hanging in ef- 
figy from the branches on a live- 
oak tree in the court house yard. 
Soon the battling editor and a num- 








dragon-blood sticks, for luck; won- 
der-of-the-world root for locating 
treasures; and sweet mama shake- 
up, to encourage romance.” 

Sig Byrd writes of  skidrow, 
Houston Chapter: “And skidrow is 
not really this corner or that, this 
avenue, that street. Skidrow is 
where you hang your head. Skid- 
row is where the heart isn’t. It’s 
where the homeless dwell; where a 


victim of chronic insomnia can 
catch a little sleep.” 

Some proud Texans may be 
shocked to read about the un- 
washed sectors of our great city: 


they would prefer to bask in the 
glory of the Alamo and talk of the 


bigness and bestness of Texas, 
denying that Texas has people 
named Squarehead Petersen or 


Slopchest Edwards, or places like 


Catfish Reef, Six-Bit Street, and 
Vinegar Hill. They don’t know 
what they're missing. In the gro- 
tesque lives of these people is a 
quality of beauty and drama rarely 
seen by nice normal observers 


This book is a delicate essay on the 

profundity of little people, writter 

with understanding and love. 
—GB 


Dobie To Be Honored 
At Folklorists’ Dinner 


AUSTIN 
honored 





J. Frank Dobie will be 
this month by his friends. 

He will be guest of honor at a 
dinner April 23 at the end of a two- 
day meeting of the Texas Folklore 
Society here. Friends and members 
of the society will attend. 

The dinner will also mark the 
publication of the 25th volume of 
“Texas Folk and Folklore,” selected 
materials from previous publica- 
tions of the folklore society. The 
volume is dedicated to Dobie, who 
edited it for 20 years. 

Dr. Mody C. Boatright of the 
University of Texas will be toast- 
master 

The meeting is expected to draw 
about 75 folklorists to Austin. On 
the night of April 22, a program of 
ballad singing is planned while the 
members eat barbecue at Randy’s. 

Reservations for the Dobie ban- 
quet may be made through Dr. Wil- 
son M. Hudson at the Department 
of English at the University of 
Texas as late as April 18. 


Ten American Coilectors 


To Exhibit in Houston 


HOUSTON 


American paintings owned by 
ten American art collectors will be 
exhibited starting mext Sunday, 
April 17, at the Contemporary Arts 
Museum here. 


Sculpture and other forms of 
American art will be exhibited as 
well. 

Collectors represented will in- 
clude Miss Ima Hogg, Houston, who 
has made available from her collec- 
tion a wooden eagle, three pieces 
of early American glassware, and 
two paintings on glass. 

The other collectors are residents 
of the East and Midwest. 





ber of leading citizens assembled 
on a street corner. The “element” 
gathered on another corner across 
the street. All stood silently with 
their hands on their pistols. “One 
word or move would have pro- 
voked a bloody battle.” .... After 
several minutes had elapsed three 
of the citizens marched out and cut 
the effigy down. Soon the “ele- 
ment” party dispersed. 
“Col. Crane had won his fight.” 
So stated a pioneer writer. 
—J. HENRY MARTINDALE 
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Texans Divided 
In Racial Survey 


49 Percent Favor School 


Integration, 45 Against 
AUSTIN 


If the Belden Poll is correct, 49 
percent of Texas people think 
schools should be _ racially inte- 


grated and 45 percent think the law 
should be evaded or disobeyed in 
light of the Supreme Court deci- 
sion holding segregated schools are 
unconstitutional. 

Belden did not report in the 
word text of his report on the poll 
that a majority of the people ex- 
pressing an opinion favor going 
along with the law, although his 
statistics show that this was the 
conclusion of his poll. 

An earlier Belden poll that is 
cited in the Texas brief to the Su- 
preme Court urging gradual inte- 
gration if Texas is to be “com- 
pelled” to accept it gave some- 
what different figures. 

It said that 71 percent did not 
approve of the May 17 court deci- 
sion and 65 percent favored con- 
tinued school segregation. 

Belden concluded from his latest 
poll of 1,000 adults, including Ne- 
groes and whites “in their correct 
proportions,” that even a 
(court) decree calling for gradual 
desegregation would find almost 
one-half of the people in a some- 
what rebellious frame of mind.” 

Belden asked the people polled 
to imagine that they were on a 
schoo] board, and “they asked you 
to give your frank opinion.” He 
asked which of four’ statements 
came closest “to the way you feel 
about it.” 

The statements, with the re- 
sponse of all persons polled, Ne- 
groes, Latins, and other whites, re- 
spectively, after each statement: 

“Keep the races separate even if 
I have to disobey the law” (19, 12, 
6, and 22 percent): 

“Find a way to keep the races 
separate by getting around the 
law” (26, 14, 11, and 34 percent); 

“Begin mixing the races gradu- 
ally, starting where there is least 
opposition” (35, 30, 46, and 34 per- 
cent); 

“Obey the law even if I have to 
let all races go to the same schools 
immediately” (14, 32, 31, 10); 

“No opinion” (6, 12, 6, 5). 

His latest poll also concluded 
that 61 percent believe that white 
and Negro children between the 
ages of six and twelve would get 
along together very well or fairly 
well if sent to the same school, but 
that 70 percent believe older chil- 
dren of the two races would not 
get along together so well. 

Belden concludes with the edi- 
torial comment: 

“Perhaps the greatest duty will 
fall on the state’s political leader- 
ship: to guide the public toward 
the best possible solutions with 
full regard for the supreme law of 
the land.” 

oa 

Arguments on school desegrega- 
tion are proceeding this week in 
the Supreme Court. Attorney Gen- 
eral John Ben Shepperd said be- 
fore leaving for Washington that 
he would argue that the court “go 
slow in putting any decree into ef- 
fect, recognizing that the decision 
may backlash.” Texans can make 
moral decisions compatible with 
the Constitution at the local level, 
Shepperd said. 

“The Supreme Court cannot be 
the master school board for the 
nation,” “he said. 

“It is unrealistic to think that 
Edwards County, with one school- 
age Negro, and Marion County 
with its 60 per cent Negro school 
population, may have their differ- 
ent problems solved from Wash- 
ington or even Austin,” he said. 

* 
DISCRIMINATION DENIED 
SAN ANTONIO 

The City of San Antonio has de- 
nied charges of unconstitutional 
discrimination in an answer to a 
suit resulting from an ordinance 
segregating Negroes and whites in 
the city’s swimming pools. The city 
contends in its answer that the or- 
dinance “was not passed for the 
purpose of discriminating against 
any group, but only as a_ police 
measure to prevent breaches of the 
peace.” 





Houston Demos Argue 


* 


* * 


Loyalists Have a Majority, Conservative Won’‘t Meet 


HOUSTON | 


The loyal Democrats are in con- |} 
trol of the Democratic Party ma- | 
chinery in Harris County, but they | 
cannot get the pro-Shivers faction 
to call a meeting at which the loy- 
alists can exercise their voting ma- 
jority. 

Thomas P. Grant, a loyalist and | 
chairman of Precinct 142 in Hous- 
ton, presented the conservative | 
chairman of the Harris County 
Democratic Executive Committee 
with a petition calling for a meet- | 
ing of the committee April 16. The 
petition was signed by a majority 
of the committee membership. 

Presley Werlein, Jr., pro-Shivers | 








chairman of the committee, has re- | 
fused to call the meeting. 
The loyalists maintain that a new 
secretary should be chosen. Wer- | 
lein said none is needed. “The com- 
mittee isn’t even functioning now,” 
TRUMAN LIBRARY BOOSTED 
DALLAS | 

Dallas Young Democrats have | 
sent $25 to the Harry Truman onal 
morial Library fund with a state- 
ment from their president, Oscar 
Mauzy, to former President Tru- 
man that “all the good Democrats 
of Texas take pride in supporting 
your record of accomplishments.” 
The library will consist of Tru- 














man’s documents, books, records, 
photographs, mementos, and sou- 
venirs, 





S 

| 

To submit a classified ad, write Drawer | 
F, Capitol Station, Austin. or call 70746. 








FOR SALE— I have a connie: | 


whelped specimen of a fashionable 
breed of dog developed by the 
genius of a German pound master 
to be an obedient slave that will | 
serve no one but you, his master, | 
and tear apart your’ enemies, 
whether liberal or conservative, 
and bite your friends slightly when 
they are abrupt with you. I am re- 
luctant to sell him to anyone but 
a charitable person, since if he 
falls into the wrong hands he could 
be dangerous, but my wife is forc- 
ing me to sell, because she says | 
she has to feed him, which is true. | 
In fact, if after he leaves this life | 
he is reborn in human instead of | 
canine form, I am willing to pre- 
dict that he will be elected to very 
high office in Texas. Without his | 
ears trimmed, he will grow to look | 
like a black and tan Spanish goat | 
of atypical color symmetry. With 
his ears trimmed, which is custom- 
ary among aficionados of the breed 
and you can’t face them unless 
you conform, he will look like | 
Satan himself and will scare peo- | 
ple without even snarling out of | 
the side of his mouth, a trait char- | 
acteristic of this breed. I will sell | 
this pup for cash sum to fit the | 
buyer’s pocket (any sum will fit | 
mine) or will trade him for a| 
child’s saddle, record player, Shet- | 
land pony, a set of Encyclopedia 
Americana, Britannica, or Espasa- 
Calpe, or fifty dollars credit in gro- | 
ceries, gas, or other merchandise. | 
Registration papers _ furnished. | 
Write DOG, The Texas Observer. | 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. 








BUTANE TRACTOR KITS—Vapor con- 
versions for small and medium tractors, 
only $35. Money order or COD. Install 
your own. Kit includes regulators, hoses, 
fittings, instructions ; everything but bottle 
and bracket. Specify make, model tractor. 
Satisfaction or money back. R. N. JONES, 
3002 Dutton St., Dallas. 





Help Wanted 





SEVERAL GIRLS to address, mail post- 
cards. Spare time every week. Write Box 
161, Belmont, Mass. 


WOMEN WANTED. Temporary, six 
months. Mail postcards. Good handwriting 
or typewriter. Box 47, Waterton, Mass. 








STRINGERS—The Texas Observer is 
building up a bank of reliable reporters 
all over Texas. Professional reporters of 
an enlightened turn of mind are urged 
to contact the Editor, The Texas Observer, 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. | 





ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES— 
If you have some spare time and would 
like to help The Texas Observer grow, 
write the Busi M for advertis- 
ing solicitation forms. Percentage of sales 
can be arranged. The Texas Observer, 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. 








he said. He does not plan to call 
a meeting until there is another 
primary. 

The liberal majority will prob- 
ably go ahead and meet anyway. 

The fight started in earnest at a 
tempestuous meeting of the com- 
mittee on Feb. 26. Werlein was es- 
corted from the meeting hall by a 
policeman after he had refused to 
take a roll call vote on any issue 


adopt by-laws and 
dure, and take up 


secretary. 





any 


* 


The majority hopes 
liberal committees and ¢ 
gations set up well in f | 
the 1956 elections, Grar The | 
petition he presented W« 
for a meeting to elect 
ru 


ness that might corne 
Ed Hall is the most 1 


eCE 
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Rutherford Reveals 
‘Improper Proposal’ 


WASHINGTON 

A Texas Congressman has _ re- 

| vealed that he was made “improper, 
| illegal, and unethical proposals” by 
!a lawyer who told him that he, the 
attorney, would get a fee of $5,000 
FHA office is located in 


‘ 


iif a new 
E!] Paso 
tep. J. T. Rutherford said that 

n unnamed attorney from El] Paso 


once the first routine roll call —_— who represented persons trying to 
showed the liberals were in firm B T Add set the office located there visited 
control. rannan 0 ress iim in the office and made the pro- 

W. N. Mosier, a leader of the als. He said he did not intend 


Harris County Democrats, charges 
that Werlein was high-handed and | 


undemocratic. Mosier says. that Former 


Secretary 
| Werlein would take the floor away Chestes P Brannan 


‘Demo Women April 28 


from loyalists as soon as they | cpeaker and honore: 
asked for a roll call vote. lat the Baker Hotel 
If the loyalists go ahead and | cnonsored by the Tes 


meet without the chairman, Wer-| women’s State Comn 


lein May appeal to the State Demo- | Brannan. chief of 1 


cratic Executive Committee, which! of Agriculture ur 
suggested such a meeting proce- | Administration, is 
dure in 1954 when conservatives | ce) of the National 
were asking for a ruling on a simi- | 
lar issue. Since the conservatives 
are now in the minority, about 142 
precincts out of the 253 in Harris 
County now being held by the lib- 
erals, the state committee probably 


One 
cational admin 
here April 22-23 t 


| ADMINISTRATORS TO CO 


would side with Werlein, precinct | the Southwestern C 


chairman Grant believes. |gram Educational 
“But we have right of appeal to| regional study 

the Democratic National Commit- |! conference is 

tee in that case,” Grant said. Educational Leader 


A 
The 
“The ] 


hundred Sout} 


T) 


to further explain the charge. 
The lawyer represented George 
ilervey, El Paso realtor, and others, 
Rutherford said. The Congressman 
nt copies of a letter in which he 
ide the charge to the FHA and 
Department of Justice. 








OLON ROGERS 


RENT-A-TOOL CO. 


MOBILE PUBLIC ADDRESS 
EQUIPMENT 


CH. 2879 


COMMERCIAL PAINT SPRAYS 
SALES — RENTALS 


1107 QUITMAN HOUSTON 














A vitally important message to al! |CT Group stockholders 
YOU ARE ENTITLED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NEW 


STOCKHOLDER PROFIT 





SHARING PLAN 


After many months of hard work and careful study, The ICT Life 
Insurance Company is ready to announce an exclusive personal bene- 
fit plan for ICT Group stockholders only! 





Called “Stockholder Profit Sharing 
Plan”, and available only to ICT Group 
stockholders, this plan offers: 


1. INCOME-PRODUCING 
INVESTMENT 


2. SAVINGS BANK SECURITY 
3. LIFE INSURANCE PROTECTION 








All who participate in the Stockholder 
Profit 
themselves in two ways: 
1. 


2. 


Sharing Plan create profit for 


FROM CASH DIVIDENDS PAID ON 
UNITS OF THE PLAN 


AS STOCKHOLDERS IN ICT IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY OR ICT DIS- 
COUNT CORPORATION, YOU 
SHARE IN THE PROFITS MADE BY 
ICT LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 








If you are an ICT Group stockholder, Home Office Representatives will 


soon be calling on you to fully explain your rights under the Plan and show 


you how to exercise them. For your own | 
Representatives an opportunity to point out the 


the Plan offers. 


Many of you may want to have the Plan ex; 
a Home Office Representative has the chance 
Below is a coupon to be filled out and mailed if 


snefit and profit, give these 


on 


many exclusive advantages 


lained in detail to you before 
to contact you personally. 
you would like to have 


complete facts on the Plan as soon as possible 


REMEMBER, STOCKHOLDER PROFIT 


SHARING PLAN IS FOR ICT 
CSL 
sé 






STOCKHOLDERS ONLY! 
, 2B LIFE INSURANCE 


ICT 


ICT Building, Dallas 


Gentlemen: 


| understand the Stockholder Profit Sharing Plan offers 
me es an ICT Group stockholder many exclusive, unpre- 
cedented benefits. | want to be among the first ICT 
stockholders to hear all about the Plan and receive my 
Allotment Certificate. So, please have a Home Office 
Representative call on me as soon as possible. 


Name. 





Address 





Cc ity State. 
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